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The chants sung in the mitote ceremonies by the Cora people of West Mexico (Nayarit) will be the object of the present analysis. I will consider three aspects of this particular speech practice: the actions of the ritual participants, the words pronounced by the ritual specialist in his chants and the relations established between all these elements. 

The mitote ceremonies in which this verbal art is expressed will be considered through the interactions of the people involved in the speech event. These interactions appear to have a great influence over the text. I will present how they impact the form and content of the chants and what kinds of traces they leave in their linguistic components (ex. parallelism, repetitions, variations, etc). 

Regarding the chants, I will leave aside the symbolism they contain and, instead, I will concentrate in the ways in which the interpretative process becomes available for the different participants. The distinction between specialists and non-specialists will be an essential component to consider. While for the non-specialists the content of the chants becomes the object of different exegetical procedures, the specialists seem to concentrate in a complex reflexive practice linked with the correlation between chants and their context. 
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Finally, I will analyze how the participants consider the correlation produced by the ritual specialist between the actions and the chants. For both groups of participants the parallelism between the content of the ritual speech and the speech event itself appears as the starting point of their involvement in the ritual activities. Nevertheless, for the non-specialists the given parallelism must be fulfilled continuously with actions, while for the ritual specialists it must be progressively interrupted and modified. I will present these apparently contradictory ways of participating and show in which ways they are complementary. 

All together, these elements constitute the means in which ritual chants are performed, transmitted and learned. 
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